chapter XVI
PEKING TO JAPAN VIA MANCHURIA AND KOREA
E
VEN the most leisurely and independent traveller is not
always his own master.    There is generally something,
like the policeman in a London crowd, that murmurs
"Keep moving^ please" and he must obey.   I had no desire to
leave Peking.    My visit of nearly three months' duration had
been all too short, but I had to " report progress."   The weather
too was becoming hot.   July was at hand.   Dust storms were
of almost daily occurrence often followed by short downpours of
rain which for a brief period cooled the air.   With the advent of
July the wet season would begin and I had yet many lands to
see.   So one evening I took the train to Mukden, the capital of
Manchuria, a journey of twenty-four hours' duration.    One
travels on the Peking-Mukden express in adequate comfort
The two-berth sleeping compartments are roomy and comfort-
able and the restaurant car well supplied and served.   My cabin
companion was a young Chinese of Canton, educated in Hong-
kong, a hot-headed intelligent young politician, full of ardour
and patriotism and a strong nationalist.   He was travelling on
business in Northern China but was a staunch adherent to the
Southern faction.   He was of course a keen separationist, and
desired to see the entire severance of North and South.    It
was impossible to make him see the great difficulties that such
a separation would entail, and the weakening effect it would
have upon China as a Nation.   Federation I was prepared to
admit was a very possible solution of the problem but entire
and absolute separation appeared to me to be not only fraught
with danger but also sure to lead to certain disaster.   Since our
long and interesting discussion in the train there has been a
vague reconciliation between Nanking and Canton, though how
lasting it may prove it is very difficult to say.    I could not
refrain from telling him that in my opinion any Chinese party
that brought about the downfall of the Nanking National
Government at that juncture would be guilty of inflicting a
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